
 
 

                                             
 

 

How we focus on the learner 

Our philosophy at BLS is ‘challenging the strongest students whilst supporting the weakest’, and this 

underpins how we try to provide each student who studies with us an individual experience. 

Upon arrival students take a placement test and do a needs analysis, the results of both of which are 

passed to the class teacher and kept with the register so they may inform the lessons.  

Students’ progress is monitored by the teacher through regular homework tasks and weekly 

progress tests based on what they have learnt that week. Students who are studying on our 

intensive 23 hour programme have the option of doing either a more grammar and vocabulary 

oriented test, or an exam skills practice paper, for example, a full IELTS Reading paper, in timed, 

exam conditions. As speaking is often cited as the most important thing by students, they are 

supplied with extra feedback on this aspect of their English through individualised speaking feedback 

slips. Additionally, students are encouraged to complete a self-assessment form, which is then read 

by the teacher who replies with individualised feedback and comments. There is also the 

opportunity for students to book individual tutorial sessions with the Director of Studies. Records of 

all of these are kept with registers so that they may inform lesson planning and delivery. 

It is school policy for teachers to incorporate and integrate outside English experiences into their 

teaching such as visits to relevant places of interest and for learners to explore Bury St Edmunds in a 

structured and safe way. The school also aims to provide information on how to benefit from the 

community such as being involved in the local volunteer centre and organising university visits and 

visitors to school (e.g. West Suffolk College and  local Community Police Officer).  

Homestay and the Residential accommodation experience are also key parts of the broader 

curriculum. The homestay arrangements are made with the individual in mind and selection of 

suitable hosts made only after analysing the student background. BLS English also arranges 

accommodation for British university students and it is policy to encourage integration through 

social events to enable BLS English students the opportunity to meet and engage in cultural 

exchange. Learning about their British peers is a fundamental part of the overall cultural experience. 

Our social programme aims to address a large variety of interests and students are regularly asked 

for feedback and suggestions on social programme activities. Members of the teaching staff are 

involved in running social activities, but with the adults the emphasis is on empowering students to 

take the lead and plan a social calendar effectively taking turns as “social secretary”.  

In everything we do at BLS English we aim to provide a beneficial and enjoyable all round learning 

experience as well as gain an insight into British life and culture. 


